


Thirsk Castle
To begin the walk go to the west of 

and enter Castlegate. Take the alley 
on the right beside Lee’s butchers 
which leads to the grassy area of 
Castle Garth, the site where Thirsk 
Castle once stood and where you will 

boards 1, 2 & 3.

Go down the slope and turn right, 
taking the footpath that leads 
northwards to join Pick’s Lane, named 

opposite the kissing gate. The farm 
has been redeveloped and houses 
built on the site.

‘Past and Present’ is a walk around 
Thirsk and Sowerby to enjoy the 
town and countryside, but also to 
learn about local history. It takes in 
sites of historical and environmental 

approximately three miles long, but 
it may be shortened. 

from the centre of Thirsk. They 
include the site of Thirsk Castle and a 
prehistoric burial mound.

Along the route are Blue Plaques 
about buildings and people of 

The walk

From board 13: 



Kirkgate 

For the main route turn right and go 
down Pick’s Lane to enter Kirkgate. 

Rhodes Brewery, now converted into 

existed in the street. Thirsk Museum 
is to the right. Thomas Lord, famous 
for founding Lord’s Cricket Ground in 
London, was born there.

Both routes lead into Kirkgate. 
At the northern end of the street 
is the Parish Church built in the 
Perpendicular style and dedicated to 

Saint Mary. Other buildings of interest 
are the World of James Herriot where 

vet and author, had his surgery and 
Thirsk Hall, the home of the Lords of 
the Manor. Walk towards the church 
and cross the road.

The Holmes

runs parallel to the main road and is 

board 4 

Board 5 is nearby, located on the 
Holmes. Retrace your steps to the 
eastern end of the church and walk 

board 6 
which is near the Moated Site.

From board 15: 





Millgate 

reach Millgate. Cross the road and 
board 7 

and site of the former mill. 

Old Thirsk
Cross the bridge to enter Bridge 
Street. This leads to Saint James’ 

on the right. These areas are the 
original site of the town and you will 

boards 8 & 9 here.

along the path that leads beside the 

river. Note the Victorian houses of 

road and follow the footpath through 
the garage premises to board 10 sited 
near Canal Wharf.

Follow the grass footpath beside the 

that part of the river was straightened 

opposite side of the river which show 
evidence of the ‘ridge and furrow’ 
method of ploughing. 

At Lock Bridge there is a choice of 
routes.

From board 6: 



southwards along the path. This 
follows the river and may be rather 

Bronze age burial mound
Cross the road at Blakey Bridge and 
make the short detour to board 11 
at Pudding Pie Hill. This is an ancient 

old, which is clearly visible from the 
bridge.

World’s End 
Return to the main path which 
crosses pasture land and terminates 
near World’s End Bridge. Cross the 
road for the Pack Horse Bridge and 
board 12.

Walk over the bridge and take the 
right hand path which follows a green 
lane to join Back Lane. The house 
on the right was once the notable 
World’s End public house. 

Sowerby 
Turn right and go down the gentle 
slope to join Front Street, the main 

up the street. 

Hole Lane and the large houses on 
either side of the street built by the 
prosperous business people of the 
town. Also note the three Regency 
houses on the right with steps up to 
the entrance over the basement. 

Just before the church on the right is 
an ancient house called Manor Farm. 
A building has been on this site since 

Detour to see St Oswald’s Church, 

Norman door on the south side.

board 13 which is on the right near 

routes from here.

From board 12: 



 

www.VisitThirsk.org.uk 
has everything you want to 

know about Thirsk: 

 
 

 

a group of over 30 volunteers 

Centre  in the middle of Thirsk 
Market Place.

 

Front cover by 
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Westgate 
For the main route, follow the 

further along, situated in the former 
Courthouse, the Rural Arts Centre. 

Castlegate, walk the length of the 

Here boards 14 & 15 are located near 

Town End 


